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6. Functlon or U s e  
Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) Current Functions (enter categories from instructions) 

WHESTIC: s inq le  dwellinq COMMERCE: orof 

7. Descrlptlon 
Architectural Classification Materials (enter categories from instructions) 
(enter categories from instructions) .. 

foundation BRICK 
OTHERS double-pile center-passaqe plan walls BRICK 

roof S T O N E I e  
other 

Describe present and historic physical appearance. 

The Thomas-Conner House is located on a large l o t  on a low h i l l  t o  the west of 
Draper Road, formerly known as Water S t ree t ,  beyond the southwestern edge of the 
platted sixteen squares of the  ton,  of Blacksbuw. ~t w a s  or iginal ly  flanked by the  
1840s female academy (demolished) and the Phillips-Ronald House (150-15, a l s o  being 
nominated), both of which were large buildings also located on s izable  t racts .  The -- 
properties were separated from the town lo t s  by Stroubles Creek, which now flows 
under Draper Road. The house is a s t y l i s h  version of the t rad i t iona l  regional double- 
p i le ,  center-passage house. It features a shallow, flat-topped, hipped roof and 
central  gables on each of the front  and s ide  w a l l s .  Both the northwest s ide  and north- 
east  f ront  facade a r e  nearly ident ical ,  with a three-bay front  featuring a cent ra l  
arched door on each f loor  flanked by arch-headed, tw-over-tvo double-hung sash 
windows. The openings are capped by brick, arched label  molds and fea ture  or ig ina l  
louvered blinds. The stretcher-bond brick walls a r e  headed by a deep cornice, supported 
by paired I t a l i ana te  brackets, which contdins a bui l t - in  gut ter .  Each of the  entry 
doors on the t w o  pr incipal  facades is sheltered by a three-bay, one-story porch 
with arched openings supported by square columns and surmounted by flat roofs with 
balustrades. 

The chimneys are placed i n  the  Georgian plan posit ion,  v i t h  mantels placed back 
t o  back between the  two rooms on e i the r  s ide  of t h e  central  passage. Mantels have 
plain Greek Revival p i l a t e r e d  forms. The rear  w a l l  of the passage is curved t o  
accept the open-stringer stair that.-rises a t  the  end of the  passage. In t e r io r  door- 
ways feature  p i l a s t e r s  supporting a molded cornice, while door and window jamhs are 
paneled and the  archi t rave trim is alflat,angled, Greek Revival ovolo. The present 
owners have added closets i n  corners of t h e  passage, paneled wainscot, and crown 
molding, but have not i r revers ib ly  a l te red  t h e  i n t e r i o r  and most features remain. 
A one-story e l l  of stretcher-bond brick is connected t o  the  main hwse  by a frame 
vestibule and has an enclosed porch along the  southeast side.  

See continuation S h m  
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z-~taternent of Slgnlflcance 
Cenitying official has conaidered the significance 01 this propeny in relation to aher propenies: 

. . nationally 0 statewide s locally 

Applicable National Register Criteria A 0 6  m~ D 

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) 

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) . Period of Significance Significant Dates 
ARCHITECTURE ca. 1870 - -0 -Nld 

Cultural Affiliation 
N/A 

Significant Person ArchitecUBuilder 
N/A unknown 

Slate significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance notsd above. 

- The Thomas-Comer House is signif icant  under c r i t e r ion  C as an unusually soppis- 
t icated house of a recognized t rad i t iona l  form. The house incorporates some of the  
best I talianate-style decorative features found i n  the  county's res ident ia l  build- 
ings. I t  is a t-story, double-pile, center-passage dwelling, of which there a r e  
thirteen other examples frcm t h e  l a t e  nineteenth century. This house is one of the  
most elaborate of them. Four of the  other examples drefimf masonry construction, 
and nine a r e  of frame construction. The Thanas-Conner.Hcuse, i n  its decorative motifs, 
mirrors the a rch i tec tura l  s t y l e  employed a t  the  new quadrangle a t  the nearby Virqi- 
nia Agricultural and Mechanical College ( l a t e r  Virginia Polytechnic I n s t i t u t e  and 
Sta te  University), which w a s  being b u i l t  during t h e  1870s. 

The house is said by loca l  t rad i t ion  t o  have replaced the old Nan Thompson hcuse. 
A Judge McKenna of Pennsylvania is sa id  t o  have married one of the  daughters of 
the ThgMs family, a well-known family i n  nineteenthcentury Blacksbuw. I t  is 
believed tha t  he designed the  hcuse f o r  W i l l i a m  Thanas. It later belonged f o r  many 
years t o  the Conner family, u n t i l  it w a s  purchased by t h e  present owners, Warren 
S. Neily, Jr., Donald B. Irons, and Richard L. Mitchell, who have used it f o r  pro- 
fessional of f ice  space. .. , .  

. . . - ... . ' .UI. . . I  . , . .  . . .  . . . . . . . .  . . . . . .  

The house' Bnd grounds occupy one of t he ' l a rqes t  open l o t s  i n  the  southwest area of 
Blacksburg i n  a highly developed section bordering both Virginia Polytechnic Ins t i -  
t u t a  and S t a t e  University and Main Street .  A s tone springhouse stood u n t i l  about 
t en  years ago near t h e  intersect ion of Draper Road and Wall Streetl, but was f i l l e d .  
i n  as part of a flood control  project  which buried Stroubles Creek along W a l l  S t ree t .  
The h w e  is i n  good condition and has been carefullymaintained. Limited a l te ra t ions ,  
made t o  convert' t h e  building t o  o f f i ce  use, have not impaired t h e  s ignif icant  form 
and decorat iw elements. There are no standing outbuildings. The dates of Signifi- 
cance a r e  based on t h e  a rch i tec tura l  detai l ing and on the  s imi l a r i t y  t o  buildings 
b u i l t  i n  the 1870s on t h e  Virginia Polytechnic I n s t i t u t e  and S t a t e  University campus. 
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9. Malor Blbllographical References 

"Conner Hmse Gets New Look: Old Houses Don't Have t o  Die." The Blacksburq Sun, 
16 Octaber 1977. 

Dunay, Donna e t  a l .  Blacksburg: Understanding a Virginia Town. Blacksburgr Townscape 
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Neily, Warren S . , Jr. Interview, January 1988. 

q See continuation sheet 
Previous documentation on file (NPS): 
Opreiiminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) Primary location of additional data: 

has been requested state historic preservation office 
Opreviously listed in the National Register Other State agency 
 previously determined eligible by the National Register q Federal agency 
Odesignated a National Historic Landmark Local government 
Orecorded by Historic American Buildings University -- 

Survey # n o t h e r  
Orecorded by Historic American Engineering S ecify repository: 

Record # fir- Depararent of Historic Re.%nr~es 

??-1. Governor s t r e e t  
10. Geographical Data Kfcbond. Virciinia 23219 
Acreage of.propeny Less than one acre. 

UTM References 
A m  ) 5 [ 5 , 1 1 9 , 4 , 0 (  1 4 , 1 ( 2 , 0 ( 1 , 0 , 0 J  

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 
e W  u w 
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see continuation sheet 

Verbal Boundary Descrlpt~on 

Beginning a t  point A on the  southwest s ide  of Draper Raad 330 f e e t  southeast of ' 

Wall St ree t ,  proceeding Southwest 200 f e e t  t o  point B,-thence northwest 350 
feet t o  point C, thence northwsst 200 f e e t  along the southeast  s ide  of Wall S t r ee t  
t o  point 0, thence southeast 350 f e e t  along southwest s i d e  of Draper Road t o  the 
point of origin. 

O s e e  continuation sheet 

Boundary Justlf~catlon 

The boundaries we& chosen to include t h e  house, landscape features,  and related 
damestic-related space as defined by Draper Road and Wall S t ree t .  

O s e e  continuation sheel 

11. Form Prepared B y  
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namahitle 
organization 

.. . . 
dat. J u n e 8 8  . . . . .I-.; , . . ... .. .. ,., - 

..* .,..,. -& number- -~ . . . . . - . . . - ~. 
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